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ment; and gave a proof that he could suffer, as well as act,
in a cause which he believed just. "We have, indeed, no
reason to question his resolution, whatever occasion might
be given to exert it; nor is it probable that he feared afflic-
tion more than danger, or that he would not have borne
persecution himself for those opinions which inclined him
to persecute others.

He did not suffer much upon this occasion; for he re-
tained the living of Petworth, to which he, thenceforward,
confined his labours, and where he was very assiduous,
and, as Calamy affirms, very successful in the exercise of
his ministry, it being his peculiar character to be warm and
zealous in all his undertakings.

This heat of his disposition, increased by the uncommon
turbulence of the times in which he lived, and by the
opposition to which the unpopular nature of some of his
employments exposed him, was, at last, heightened to dis-
traction, so that he was, for some years, disordered in his
understanding, as both Wood and Calamy relate, but with
such difference as might be expected from their opposite
principles.   Wood appears to think, that a tendency to
madness was discoverable in a great part of his life; Ca-
lamy, that it was only transient and accidental, though, in
his additions to his first narrative, he pleads it, as an ex-
tenuation of that fury with which his kindest friends con-
fess him to have acted on some occasions. Wood declares,
that he died little better than distracted; Calamy, that he
was perfectly recovered to a sound mind, before the re-
storation, at which time he retired to Preston, a small
village in Sussex, being turned out of his living at Pet-
worth.

It does not appear that he kept his living till the general
ejection of the nonconformists; and it is not unlikely that
the asperity of his carriage, and the known virulence of
his temper, might have raised him enemies, who were
willing to make him feel the effects of persecution, which
he had so furiously incited against others; but of this
incident of his life there is no particular account.